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Wivenhoe Sailing Club 

 
Minutes of 86th Annual General Meeting. Friday 9th March 2012, at the Clubhouse. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 19.30, the President Tony Higbee in the Chair. 

Present were the Club Officers and some 60 members. The president welcomed everyone to this 

86th AGM in our 87th year. 
 

(1) Apologies were received from: 

Richard and Libby Barnard, Jack Reddish, Gerry Poulson, Mike and Liz Taylor-Jones, Ann Hunter, 

Mike and Carole Mitchell, Eric Strudwick, Midge Hetherington, Brian and Jan Sinclair, Jo Hunter, 

Ivan Frost, John Austin, Arnold and Margaret Handley, Tony Frostick. 

 

(2) Minutes of the 85th AGM, having been already approved by the general committee and 

circulated to the membership were adopted.  
 

 (3) Commodore's report.   
Nikki Robinson commended the Annual Report, of which copies had been circulated. She said it 

had been a great year and much enjoyed. Long-held plans had been realised over the year, and as a 

result we have better facilities and better access for all. As activity increases, it is a challenge to 

improve our storage of boats and gear. The work continues to be done by volunteers who offer a 

skilled, expert and safe service to members. Our Open Day welcomed more visitors than ever, 

support for racing has increased, and we continue to celebrate with plenty of good food. The club 

had stepped up to organise the Wallet Ball which had been a great success. One aim for the coming 

year year is to have more 'social sailing', to include more members and to get more boats wet! In 

conclusion she said "The club has been part of my life since I was a child - part of the family. I am 

grateful for the opportunities it has given me, and I thank you for all the support you have given me 

as your Commodore". The President said it had been a "cracking year" and thanked the Commodore 

who had put "heart and soul" into the job. He moved the adoption of the Annual Report; all were in 

favour and showed their appreciation. 
 

(4) Treasurer's report.  Guy Ward drew attention to the accounts on the back page of the Annual 

Report. He said that it had been a better year than expected, even though income had declined. Bar 

sales were down as a result of fluctuations in private events early in the year. We continue to aim 

for 30% profit on bar sales. Dinghy storage fees were down as a result of planned changes in policy. 

Capital expenditure of £15878 has resulted in great improvements to our facilities. The tractor shed 

cost of £7627 represents excellent value for money. Our deposits of cash at the bank have gone 

down by £6000, but the club continues to be well placed to face the future. Jane Valentine asked 

about cleaning costs, which appear to be somewhat reduced as materials have been purchased from 

the 'House' budget. The item for 'security' costs has increased as a result of additional work done to 

our security system. Guy thanked the Indoor Bowls group who have contributed £110 to club funds 

over the year. He also thanked Ann Hunter who had stepped in at short notice to audit the accounts. 

Ian Hunter proposed adoption of the accounts and all were in favour. 
 

(5) Election of Officers.   

The president expressed his thanks to retiring committee members Peter Cobbold and Alan Tyne 

for their long service to the committee, and presented them with engraved 'Bosun's whistles' as a 

token of the club's appreciation. 

 

The Secretary explained that all officers are elected annually. All the nominations had been 

properly made, and there was one nomination for each of the following posts, being: 

Commodore -    Nikki Robinson 

Rear Commodore  -   Gary Jobber 

Vice Commodore -   Phil Thompson 
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Treasurer-   Guy Ward 

Secretary  -    Eric Strudwick 

Membership Secretary –  Midge Hetherington   
 

Stuart Bannerman raised a point of order concerning the process for the nomination of 

officers. The Commodore said that this had all been properly done and minuted. It was 

noted that the AGM notice sent to every member set out clearly the process for all 

nominations. It was agreed that suggestions raised in discussion, and any proposed 

constitutional amendments would be considered by the Committee in due course. 

The meeting was asked to take the nominations en bloc, and they were affirmed with a show 

of hands. 

It was noted that George Brown had withdrawn his nomination for Sailing Secretary as his 

work will be taking him away from the area. There is thus a vacancy, which the committee 

will seek to fill by co-option. 
  
(6) Election of General Committee.  The Secretary explained that committee members are elected 

for two years, there being between eight and ten. Those elected in 2010, and remaining for another 

year are Bruce Anderson, John Ashworth, Naomi Cunliffe, Rob Gordon, Ray Meddis, Andrew 

Raven, Chris Smith. 

Roy Crookes had been nominated for one vacancy on the committee, and was duly elected by a 

show of hands. There are thus 8 general committee members.  

   

(7)  Auditor 

Guy proposed that if she was willing to stand, Ann Hunter be nominated as auditor. This was 

approved by all. 
  

(8) Any Other Business.  
Tim Denham read from the 1926 minutes of the club - with a balance at the year-end of 9s 11d, it 

had been agreed that the club had been a success, and should continue! A stopwatch competition 

was announced (the winner of the watch being the one who correctly guessed the elapsed time 

when the box containing it was finally unlocked); also a 'Smoking Concert'. There had been a 

debate about Racing on Sundays. 

Ian Valentine said that as a new member he had been greatly appreciative of all the work done in 

running the club by the committee and others, and the warm and friendly welcome to newcomers 

and visitors. 

 

In Conclusion, the President thanked everyone for their attendance and brought the meeting to a 

close at 20.30. All repaired to the lower deck for a supper of sausage and mash, and fruit pie and 

custard, all prepared and served by the cadets. 

 

 (Approved by the committee and signed by the Commodore) 

 

Signed........Nikki Robinson............. Date…April 6
th

 2012……. 

 


